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Sensitive soul

In a Sydney conservation area, Studio Prineas’s
stealthy update (o a charming 1930s collage
offers sustainabilily with a louch of zen
WORDS VICTORIA WOODCOCK

PHOTOGRAPTIY ANSON SMART
STYLING CLARE DELMAR

“Vieknof the' euubhahed gorden—ond its,
pre(z v«olel-blooming jocorondla tree - ore inféardl to the
ingle<clad two-storey extension. The autdoer Addis
dlrmg toble is by Jusfin Hutchinson for Kett, surrounded by
‘Nalita 3451° chairs by CMP Design for Pedrali >




ricky problems’ seem to
be a recurring theme for Eva-Mari
Prineas. She’s not complaining, though,
“The trickier the project, the more
exciting, because opportunities unfold
as we work,’ she says. ‘We often end up
with unexpected resolutions, which can
be a delightful surprise.’

A sense of the unexpected certainly
prevails at Alpha House, the 1930s
cottage in a Sydney conservation area
recently renovated by Studio Prineas.
From the front, the single-storey brick
building retains its Federation-style
charmand shapely terracotta-tiled roof,
inspired in part by British Edwardian
architecture. At the back, however, a
soaring two-storey extension is playfully
clad in white-painted wooden shingles.
It’s different, yet not out of place.

‘Thebriefwas to create afamily home
that maximised natural light and vistas
to the garde vs Eva-Marie. A front-
of-house ‘kids’ zone’, withbedrooms for
the family’s children and a dedicated
lounge, retains the building’s pretty
original features, while the new double-
height living space is bright, breezy and
intended to visually bring the outside
in. As well as vast sliding doors and
pivoting windows, skylights capture
views of a towering jacaranda tree. ‘It's
asbeautiful in winter, when it's skeletal
and sculptural, as when it's blooming
in spring and summer,’ she adds,

Every part of the design was closely
considered, including the environmental
impact of its renovation. Asmuch of the
original build as possible was retained
- including a garage reimagined as a
poolhouse - while solar panels were
added and water tanks placed in the
garden. Increasingly, this mindset (and
the studio’s recent B-Corporation status)
is as appealing to clients as the studio’s
part-Zen-minimalist, part-beachy-cool
aesthetic. studioprineas.com.au

Living room Designed to bring the outside
in, the airy, garden-view space is centred
arcund the modular Edra 'Standard’ sofa by
Francesca Binfaré. To the for right, the curvy
‘Wave' chair by Daniel Boddam sits next to
a B&8 lalio leathertopped 'Hive' footstool;
in the foreground is o pair of ‘Gomito’ chairs
by Vormen. In the centre, the De Lo Espada
marble and walnut ‘Twenty-Five' coffee table
is placed upon o hond knotled ‘Agra’ rug in
‘Duchess’ by Armadillo. The lounger seen
on the patic outside is the ‘Thinking Man'’s
Chair' by Jasper Morrison for Cappellini »
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Kitchen The open-plan
spoce combines Tasmanian
oakveneer cabinetry and
Italian Tiberic marble with o
brass worktop ond sploshback,
designed fo patinate over
time. At the island, the 'Diiva’
swivel stools are by Grozia

& Co, while to the left of the
spoce is a furquoise locquered
polimex ‘Dharma’ armchair by
Studicpepe for Baxter, and to
the right is @ Moooi ‘Monster”
chair by Marcel Wanders »
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Children’s living room Original features
and kouri-pine floorboards are combined with
the hand-knotted ‘Agra’ rug in ‘Burnt Umbes
by Armadillo, an ochre-hued "Wilfred®

sofa by Jarden and a Bordeauxvelvet ‘Murena
Choir 52 by Marta Sola Editions, The ceiling
light is the ‘Dot 01 Atomium Pendont” from
Lambert & Fils and the floor lomp is the
Parlioment’ by Le Corbusier for Nemo. In the
foreground is @ glazed stoneware "Willo' stool
by Lo Manufacture, while the fwo side fobles
are &Tradition’s lacquered ‘Tung” design fon the
left) and Studio Raw Material’s marble ‘Sienna
Plateau’. Abave the fireplace, the large painting
is Penumbra X by Nancy Constandelia; the
smali painting is Study by Jo Nolan; and

above the sofa is Aftermath by Marisa Purcell

Study A poir of Acerbis ‘lot’ chairs,
designed by Giotto Sfoppino in
1976, are paired with a bespoke
desk ond the ‘Bidjor Kindle’ wool
rug, crafted in Jaipur, from The Rug
Establishment. The woll light is

Le Corbusier’s ‘Lampe De Marseille
Mini' from Nemo and the painting is
Elysium (1993) by Emily Harrison >
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Astra Walker's ‘lcan’ fop in
Englsh brass. At the hupole‘::ﬁk
dressing fable there's @ —Amlby
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/i room is cosseted in Bremworth's ;

N Marcel Wanders undfhochsdchﬁabuslﬂ
; ‘lampe De Marseilie Mini" wall light from Nemo
See Stockists page for details [
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